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Faithful God,

who fulfilled the promises of Easter

by sending us your Holy Spirit,

and made known to every race and nation the way of eternal life;
open our lips by your Spirit,

that every tongue may tell of your glory,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING - | John 2: I-11

2 My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; >and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

*Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his commandments. * Whoever says, “| have
come to know him,” but does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person the truth does
not exist; ° but whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection. By

this we may be sure that we are in him: ® whoever says, “| abide in him,” ought to walk just as he walked.

" Beloved, | am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you have had from the
beginning; the old commandment is the word that you have heard. ® Yet | am writing you a new
commandment that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is
already shining. * Whoever says, “l am in the light,” while hating a brother or sister, is still in the

darkness. '® Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for
stumbling. '' But whoever hates another believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not
know the way to go, because the darkness has brought on blindness.

For the word of the Lord thanks be to God
GOSPEL Luke 18.1-8.

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
glory to you O Lord

18 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. ® In that city there was a
widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.” * For a while he
refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ®yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.”” ¢ And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. ’ And will not God grant
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? ®1 tell you, he
will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

This is the gospel of the Lord
praise to you O Christ



