Advent
Lessons and Carols

Organ Prelude
Bohm - Partita
Bohm - Chorale Prelude : Allein Gott.
Bach - Chorale Prelude : Vom Himmel hoch - BWV 700.

Rorate Coeli
(Plainchant c.1673)

Roráte caéli désuper,
et núbes plúant jústum.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,
And let the skies pour down righteousness.

Consolámini, consolámini, pópule méus:
cito véniet sálus túa:
quare mæróre consúmeris,
quia innovávit te dólor?
Salvábo te, nóli timére,
égo enim sum Dóminus Déus túus,
Sánctus Israël, Redémptor túus.

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people;
my salvation shall not tarry:
why will you waste away in sadness?
Why has sorrow seized you?
Fear not, for I will save you:
For I am the Lord your God,
The Holy One of Israel, your Redeemer.

Roráte caéli désuper,
et núbes plúant jústum.

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,
And let the skies pour down righteousness.

Hymn
O come, O come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save,
And give them vict’ry o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer,
Our spirits by thine Advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, thou, Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Bidding Prayers
In the name of God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and made a
place for us in the kingdom of his beloved Son, we welcome you: grace to you and peace.
As we meet to celebrate anew the coming of God’s kingdom, we hear revealed the
mystery of God’s loving purpose for us – how that when we were far off, he met us in his
Son and brought us home; how he humbled himself to take our human nature, that we
might share his divine glory.
Let us then so celebrate this coming with our carols and hymns of praise, that our lives
may be charged with his life; that we may bear witness to his glory and so bring light to
those who sit in darkness. So first we pray for those among whom the Christ was born;
the poor and helpless, the aged and young children; the cold, the hungry and the
homeless; the victims of poverty, injustice and oppression, the sick and those who
mourn, the lonely and the unloved; those in despair or in the shadow of death.
Then, as we hear again the message of peace on earth and goodwill among all his people,
we pray for the leaders of the nations, that all may be inspired to work together for the
establishment of justice, freedom and peace the world over.
And that we may bear true witness to this hope in a divided world, we pray for the peace
and unity of Christ’s Body, the Church universal, that the whole earth may live to praise
his name.
Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and on earth, we remember all who have
gone before us with the sign of faith, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord, through whom we offer our prayers for the coming of his kingdom, in
the words he himself has taught us saying:
All

All

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come
thy will be done
on earth and it is heaven.
Give us this day out daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory
for ever and ever.
Amen.
And may Lord when he comes find us watching and waiting, now and at all times.
Amen

Please be seated
Choir:
This is the Truth Sent from Above
Arranged by R. Vaughan-Williams (1872 – 1958)

First Reading
Zechariah 9:9-10
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

Hymn
Holy Child within the Manger
Holy Child within the manger,
long ago yet ever near;
come as friend to every stranger,
come as hope for every fear.
As you lived to heal the broken,
greet the outcast, free the bound,
as you taught us love unspoken,
teach us now where you are found.
Once again we tell the story—
how your love for us was shown,
when the image of your glory
wore an image like our own.
Come, enlighten with your wisdom,
come and fill us with your grace.
May the fire of your compassion
kindle every land and race.

Holy Child within the manger,
lead us ever in your way,
so we see in every stranger
how you come to us today.
In our lives and in our living
give us strength to live as you,
that our hearts might be forgiving
and our spirits strong and true.
Please be seated.

Second Reading
Jeremiah 23:5-6
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.
In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Choir:
Advent Message
Martin How (b. 1931)

Third Reading
Isaiah 9:2,6-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Hymn
Thou Whose Almighty Word
Thou, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and, where the Gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light!
Thou who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
healing and sight,
heal to the sick in mind,
sight to the in-ly blind,
now to all humankind,
let there be light!
Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight!
Move on the waters' face
bearing the gifts of grace,
and, in earth's darkest place,
let there be light!
Holy and blessèd Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might;
boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride,
through the world far and wide,
let there be light!
Please be seated.

Fourth Reading
Isaiah 7:10-15
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the
test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good.

Hymn
Tell Out My Soul
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word –
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same –
his holy name: the Lord, the Mighty One.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by;
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure:
tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children and for evermore!
Please remain standing

Gospel Reading
John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Homily
Hymn
On Jordan’s Bank
On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake, and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!
Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
Make straight the way for God within;
Prepare we in our hearts a home
Where such a mighty Guest may come.

For Thou art our Salvation, Lord,
Our Refuge, and our great Reward.
Without Thy grace we waste away,
Like flowers that wither and decay.
To heal the sick stretch out Thine hand,
And bid the fallen sinner stand;
Shine forth, and let Thy light restore
Earth's own true lovliness once more.
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore,
And Holy Ghost, forevermore.

Prayers
Choir:
Advent Candle Song
Traditional

Conclusion
All

We wait for your loving-kindness, O God,
in the midst of your temple

All

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all flesh shall see it together.

All

Show us your mercy, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

Blessing

All

May God the Father,
who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son,
give you grace to prepare for life eternal.
Amen.

All

May God the Son,
who comes to us as a redeemer and judge,
reveal to you the path from darkness to light.
Amen.

All

May God the Holy Spirit,
by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ,
help you bear the fruits of holiness.
Amen.

All

And the blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you this season of Advent and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
All

As we await our coming Savior,
go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for mortal sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Christ appears on earth to reign.
Ev’ry eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture,
gaze we on those glorious scars!
Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign and thou alone.

Organ Postlude
Domenico Zipoli - All' Offertorio
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